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1. Background 

 

In 2010 Newbridge Town Council requested a development plan for the future 

development of a linear Park along the Liffey in Newbridge. The purpose of this strategy 

is to review the objectives set out in the previous development plan for the Park and to 

unite the development of a linear park through Newbridge with objectives already 

contained in the County Development Plan 2011, Newbridge Local Area Plan, the Liffey 

Valley Strategy and County Open Space. Previous plans developed for the Linear Park 

mainly concentrated on The Strand area but in order to fulfil the objectives of the Liffey 

Valley Strategy and to achieve a linear park the area contained in the Local Area Plan 

needs to be addressed.  

 

 

2. Legislative & Policy Context 

 

2.1 County Development Plan  

In the current draft County Development Plan the following objectives are applicable to 

this report 

 

• WC5To promote the amenity, ecological and educational value of the canals and 

rivers within the county while at the same time ensuring the conservation of their 

fauna and flora, and protection of the quantity and quality of the water supply. 

 

• WT 2 To preserve and enhance the scenic amenity of the river valleys and canal 

corridors and the quality of the vistas available from designated views. 

 

• OS1 To implement the recommendations of the Kildare Open Space Strategy, 

when adopted, and make provision for a hierarchy of parks, open spaces and 

outdoor recreation areas within town and villages so that the population can 

participate in a wide range of active and passive recreational pursuits within easy 

reach of their homes and places of work. 

 

• OS4 To develop and improve physical linkages and connections between the 

network of open spaces. 

 

• OS 5: To retain, where appropriate, areas adjacent to waterways as a linear park 

which may link into the wider open space network. 

 

• RA1: To zone lands for Sports and Recreational Amenities within Local Area 

Plans in accordance with established local demands and needs. 

 

• GA1 To facilitate and promote, the development of Green Infrastructure which 

allows for the  development of active and passive recreation and the protection 

and enhancement of heritage and landscape features. 
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• GI2: To make provision for habitat creation/maintenance and facilitate 

biodiversity by encouraging the development of linear parks, nature trails, wildlife 

corridors and urban woodlands. 

 

2.2 Liffey Valley Strategy 

 

In addition to these broader objectives the Draft Development Plan also contains specific 

objectives in relation to the Liffey Valley. These are  

 

• LV1: To progress the implementation of the flagship projects identified in the 

Towards a Liffey Valley Park Strategy. 

 

• LV 2: To pursue the creation of a Liffey Valley Regional Park together with 

Fingal and South Dublin County Councils. 

 

• RAO1 To facilitate the provision of a variety of amenities within the county, 

including natural amenities, walking routes, cycling routes, and sports facilities. 

 

• RAO3: To designate or zone, through the Local Area Plan process, suitable active 

and passive open space in all settlements, commensurate with their existing and 

future needs. 

 

• RAO4 To require passive and active open space to be provided in tandem with 

new residential development. 

 

• RAO5 To protect and develop substantial connected networks of green spaces in 

urban areas and urban fringe areas adjacent to the countryside to serve the 

growing communities in urban centres. 

 

 

 

 

2.3 Newbridge Local Area Plan 

 

In the Local Area Plan for Newbridge the following objectives are contained within it.   

 

• continue to co-operate with community and sports bodies in the development 

riverside  park and other recreational areas in the town,  

 

• Protection and Development of the Liffey Linear Park. The river Liffey is an 

important feature of the town that contributes to the distinctive character of 

Droichead Nua. The Council recognises that the river has enormous recreational 

potential as well as being of ecological value and will endeavour to protect and 

develop it as a recreational amenity. An attractive riverside park has been 

developed on the western bank of the Liffey. Development proposals on lands 

adjoining the river Liffey shall include proposals for the landscaping of, and 
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public access to, the areas zoned amenity. This amenity area is in addition to 

normal open space requirements.  

 

• It is the Policy of the Council to extend and develop a linear park along both sides  

of the Liffey from the Dominican College to the motorway and to continue the 

development of the  riverside park system in accordance with the Boylan report.  

• No development will be permitted on either bank within 80m of the River Liffey. 

Development along the river should front onto the river so as to ensure the passive 

supervision of the proposed linear park.  
 
 

In addition to the policy objectives outlined above Kildare County Council inconjunction 

with Fingal County Council, South Dublin County Council and Dublin City Council 

developed the strategy for the Liffey Valley ‘Towards a Liffey Valley Park’ The vision of 

this strategy is ‘The Liffey Valley will be a high quality, vibrant and attractive 

environment, securing the protection of its natural resources and cultural heritage’. The 

vision is founded on seven core objectives. The ones applicable to this study are  

 

• Ensure the River is accessible through the public parks and spaces along the 

maximum extent of the Liffey Valley Park 

 

• Protect, conserve and enhance the natural resources of the Liffey Valley in the 

Interests of maintaining a diverse biodiversity and for the benefit of future 

generations 

 

• Bring planning and related policy together for the purpose of directing the 

development and management of the Liffey Valley.  

 

2.4 Open Space Strategy 

In 2010 a draft Open Space Strategy was approved in principle by Kildare County 

Council. This identified the benefit and value that the waterways through the county 

present for planned future open space. In reference to the Liffey Valley in particular and 

the Liffey Valley strategy it recommends that future opportunities should be explored in 

order to extend the necklace of riverside public open spaces along all sections of the 

river.  

 

All of these objectives set out the context for the future development of a linear park 

along the Liffey in Newbridge. 

 

2.5 Previous Studies  

Previous studies have been carried out for the Liffey Park. These have mainly 

concentrated on the area from the Bridge, strand area as far as the Athgarvan Road.  In 

2000 a report was prepared by South Dublin County Council Parks Department for 

Newbridge Tidy Towns Committee. This has also been referred to as the Boylan Report. 

This was followed by a report prepared by Ann ‘O Leary & Associates in 2004 which 

also outlined development objectives within the park. 
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The objectives set out in the Boylan Report are  

 

a. Upgrade of the pedestrian path system 

b. Replace the low boundary concrete wall at the Kilcullen Road  

c. Level the ground between bridge and Newbridge College and place under regular 

maintenance  

d. Erect a boundary fence to the park at the Irish Ropes Social Club 

e. Remove Chainlink fence at the boundary of the park with Ryston Estate and 

replace it with a post and rail fence. 

f. Examine the safety of the exit onto the Kilcullen Road. 

g. Redesign the viewing area adjacent to the bridge 

h. Upgrade the park furniture throughout the area. 

i. Provide tree and shrub planting at a number of identified locations  

 

j. Extend the walkway by means of the planning process and through direct 

acquisition of land. 

k. Provide a pedestrian bridge across the river close to the Strand. 

l. Identify a site for the canoe club 

m. Provide a pedestrian link under the bridge between both sections of the park.  

 

 

 

The objectives set out by Ann O Learys report are  

 

a) To refurbish/redesign the roadside retaining bridge walls to enhance visual 

amenity 

 

b) To feature a boardwalk to the river side of the bridge wall to enhance visual and 

recreational amenity 

c) To replace the existing heritage lamp standards which feature on the bridge walls 

with public lighting of an appropriate scale and design. 

d) To redesign the existing park layout  necessitated by the proposed road widening 

/encroachment into the existing park in such a way that the new layout will be 

‘visually organic’ and not determined by its linear riverside site. All furniture to 

be of high quality material and design. 

 

e) To feature a themed sculpture in the existing hard landscaped area at the entrance 

to the park. 

f) All landscaping to be low maintenance and all furniture such as public seating, 

lamp standards and litter bins to be placed on a low maintenance surface 

 

g) To provide for wheelchair access throughout the park together with facilities for 

the visually impaired. 

h) To feature high quality railings along its roadside perimeter to replace the existing 

low stone walls on the Athgarvan Road. 



 7 

i) To feature a gated entrance which maybe locked at night to replace the existing 

open plan entrance to minimise the threat of vandalism.  

 

j) To relocate the large boulders from the park to the river in order to provide 

obstacles and added in interest for canoeists. 

 

k) To reclaim for community recreational amenity the lower edges of the river bank 

to compensate for community land lost due to the encroachment caused by road 

widening activities. 

l) To create a toddlers play area at an appropriate location within the park. 

 

m) To develop a link to Kildare County Councils proposed linear park between 

Newbridge College and the motorway by upgrading of the existing track under 

the eye of the bridge. 

n) To improve access to the park at its southern entrance on the Athgarvan Road for 

residents of new residential developments within this area. 

o) To develop angling facilities to include facilities for disabled access  

 

Since these two reports were commissioned a number of improvement works have been 

carried out in the park. These include 

 

a) The redesign of the Bridge into the town which has improved access to the town 

and the visibility of the river. 

b) Improvement works to the viewing point beyond the bridge 

c) Upgrading works to the watering gates areas 

d) Resurfacing of the paths throughout the park. 

e) Fencing along the towpath to the strand area. 

f) Fencing along the boundary with Ryston Pitch and Putt Club. 

g) Extensive tree planting through the Strand area 

h) Creation of seating areas through the strand area. 

i) Creation of wildlife and wildflower areas in the park.  

j) Installation of sculpture at the entrance to the park 

k) Installation of railings along the low wall at Athgarvan road  

l) Installation of a boardwalk area along the boundary with the gables.  

 

 

3. SWOT Analysis 

 

All of these works have contributed to enhancing the amenity of the area however further 

work is required to develop a linear park. A SWOT analysis of the area and associated 

opens spaces indicates the following.  
 

3.1 Strengths 

1. Existing open spaces along the river and the amenity offered by them. 

2. Views along the river. 

3. Potential for future expansion of the existing amenity areas 
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4. Co-operation between Newbridge Town Council, Kildare County Council and 

Newbridge Tidy Towns in the development of existing amenity areas in along the 

river.  

 

3.2 Weaknesses 

1. Lack of connectivity along the extent of the river and between both sides of the 

river. 

2. The lack of open space along the northern side of the river. 

3. The lack of access points to the river. 

4. The slowness of getting further areas of land into public ownership. 

5. Lack of parking to allow access to existing areas of open spaces along the extent 

of the river particularly at the existing ‘Strand’ area.   

6. Lack of passive supervision particularly in the strand area.  

7. Large extents of the river valley are still in private ownership. 

8. The use of the river for water sports has not been maximized.  

9. The existing Strand area has no vehicular /emergency service entrance. 

10. The land proposed for the park extension is very flat and requires careful design 

to ensure that the proposed housing does not impact on the landscape character of 

the Valley. 

 

3.3 Opportunities 

1. The potential to extend the existing network of open spaces along the river. 

2. The potential to link both sides of the river. 

3. The possibility of creating a link to Athgarvan. 

4. Creating safe walkways and cycleways along the river to allow safer access to 

local residential areas, and schools. 

5. Zoning further areas along the river valley to increase the amenities and 

recreational opportunities for the town. 

6. Potential to protect the valley as a wildlife corridor. 

7. Potential for further areas of tree planting along the valley to maintain the existing 

amenity of mature trees along the extent of the river and allow future generations 

to enjoy the amenity offered by trees. 

8. Create series of localized and long looped walking/ cycle routes along the river.  

 

3.4 Threats 

1. The zoning of further areas for residential development. 

2. The potential to rezone or limit the extent of area along the river proposed for 

amenity purposes. 

3. Finance to carry out improvement works along the river. 

4. Antisocial behaviour and associated vandalism. 

 

Using the findings from this analysis it is proposed to examine the extent of the Liffey in 

the environs of Newbridge Town and to develop a series of objectives which can be 

formulated into a works plan for the area. These objectives will be both specific and 

generic.  
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4. Geographic Scope of the Plan 

 

The main area covered in this study is the area covered by the 2003 Local Area Plan for 

Newbridge. This area stretches from Tankardstown to Walshetown at the M7 motorway. 

The study has been extended beyond the extents of the motorway to the Athgarvan side 

of the motorway to link with the zonings outlined in the 2008 Athgarvan Local Area Plan 

in particular the amenity and recreation zonings along the Liffey contained in the plan.   

 

4.1 General Objectives 

 

Before looking at the different sections of the river valley there are some general 

objectives which are common to all sections of the river. These are  

 

• An ecological study of the proposed new areas of amenity land to be undertaken 

prior to any development to these areas. This is to ensure that the ecology of the 

area particularly along the banks of the river and its associated habitats are 

protected and enhanced as part of any development works.  

 

• Ensure that any pedestrian or cycle routes developed along the extent of the valley 

link into existing pedestrian and cycle routes in residential areas and along public 

roads and that the routes offer both local and longer distance looped routes. In 

addition any new routes should not impact adversely on the riparian zone along 

the river banks. The routes should also be created to increase linkages to existing 

and proposed routes, community amenities and community facilities i.e schools. 

The routes shown on the drawings are for indicative purposes only. 

 

 

For the purposes of this plan it is proposed to divide the area into five parts. These are 

 

1. Tankardstown to Newbridge College 

2. Newbridge College to Bridge 

3. Bridge to Kilbelan House 

4. Kilbelan House to Walshetown M7 Motorway 

5.  M7 Motorway to Athgarvan LAP Boundary 
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4.2 Tankardstown to Newbridge College  

 

4.2.1 Description 

This section of the river coincides with lands belonging to Old Connell Stud, Old Connell 

Estate and Newbridge College. The Barretstown Road runs close to the river also. The 

land adjoining the river is zoned for Agricultural, Residential, Open Space and 

Institutional and Educational.  

 

The open space contained in College Grove and Old Connell Weir Estates is the only 

open space that is currently accessible to the public along this section. The remaining 

open space is in Newbridge College but is not accessible to the wider public.  

 

A feature of this section is the mature trees along the banks of the river. This area 

contains two types of tree planting. These are riparian planting. This consists of Willow, 

Alder, Pine and Larch. The second type of planting is amenity planting through the opens 

spaces. This consists of native (Oak, Ash) and non native species such as Lime and 

Beech.  

 

 

4.2.2 Objectives  

• To increase the access and linkage of open space and strengthen the development 

of a linear park additional open space requires to be zoned to achieve this. 

Therefore the proposed review of the Local Area Plan for Newbridge should 

include for the zoning of additional open space in the Old Connell Stud lands. The 

zoning of these lands would increase access along the river and also allow the 

possibility of allowing the creation of localised looped walking and cycling 

routes.  Potential routes for both pedestrians and cyclists have been indicated on 

the plan for this section. However these are only for indicative purposes. Detailed 

masterplans will be required to be prepared for these areas if they come into 

public ownership. The pedestrian and cycle routes should link into exiting routes. 

In addition the routes should allow for localised looped walks as well as longer 

distance routes along the full length of the river.  

 

• The detailed masterplan for the area should consider the following  

 

Areas for active and passive recreation 

Protection and enhancement of the Riparian Zone (river bank) and other 

ecological habitats that may exist in the area. 

Tree planting in avenues and groups should be included to maintain and 

enhance the amenity of the existing trees.  

 

• Investigate the feasibility of access to Newbridge College lands which would aid 

in creating further accessibility along the river and increase the connections to the 

existing open spaces.  
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• Create additional access points to the river at the existing sewerage works in 

Tankardstown adjacent to Old Connell Weir Estate and at Mill Lane. This would 

include a vehicular/ pedestrian crossing at Tankardstown and further pedestrian 

crossing at Mill Lane. A parking facility would also be provided at Tankardstown. 

Allow for pedestrians connections between both sides of the river. Proposed 

locations for these are at Tankardstown adjacent to the existing waterworks site 

and at Mill Lane.   

 

• Many of the amenity trees are at maturity or close to it. Therefore in order to 

preserve the amenity value provided by the trees a programme of tree planting of 

replacement trees should be carried out where possible in conjunction with the 

various landowners and Housing estates. This could be done on a phased basis if 

cooperation is forth coming.  

 

 
Open Space in Old Connell Weir Estate 
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4.3 Newbridge College to Bridge 

 

4.3.1 Description 

The southside of the river is made up of a small corner of Woodland at the entrance to 

Newbridge College from here a roadside path runs adjacent to the river to the bridge. A 

various points along the river viewing areas have been provided. In recent years the guard 

rail along the river has been replaced with a new rail. Some tree planting has occurred 

along the length of the river. As one walks nearer to the bridge access has been provided 

to the river bank by a set of steps. This section of river terminates at the bridge and access 

to the next section is accessed after crossing the bridge. This involves crossing four lanes 

of traffic. This crossing is particularly heavily used during school hours by parents and 

Children coming and going from the adjacent schools.    

The northside of the river is bounded by Sports Grounds which are owned by Newbridge 

College and also Patrician College. There is no public access to this side of the river.  

 

4.3.2 Objectives  

• Investigate the feasibility of developing a walkway through the small woodland 

area at the entrance to Newbridge College. Consideration to the existing ecology 

of the area before this work is undertaken.  

 

• Investigate the feasibility of implementing a management plan for the woodland 

which will preserve it and enhance the biodiversity within the area and to have the 

area zoned as amenity and open space. 

 

 
Woodland at Newbridge College 
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• To carry out an assessment of the trees growing along the bank between the 

Woodland and the Bridge to ascertain their future viability and implement a 

programme of tree planting where feasible along the river edge. 

 

• Examine the feasibility of extending the boardwalk from the bridge along the 

river edge to increase the access to the river and provide a wider area along the 

roadside for pedestrian to enjoy the amenity of the river.  

 

• To investigate the possibility of developing a walkway through the Patrician 

grounds and Newbridge College thereby increasing access to the river and 

creating a looped walk around this section of the river.  

 

• Investigate the possibility of carrying out tree planting in cooperation with both 

the Patrician College and Newbridge College along the Northern Section of the 

river at appropriate locations to enhance the amenity of this side of the river. The 

proposed link road to run through these lands offers potential for this to be done 

as part of the road construction.  

 

• Examine the feasibility of developing an underpass under the Bridge as an 

alternative to the pedestrian crossings. One of the arches of the bridge is dry most 

of the year and this would facilitate the development of an access route through it. 

 

 
Location for Potential Underpass   
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• To improve the landscaping around the entrance to the Patrician College and 

create greater impact at the entrance to the Town and compliment the flowering 

planters and pots supplied and maintained by the Tidy Towns Committee.  
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4.4 Bridge to Kilbelan House  

 

4.4.1 Description  

This section of river starts at the Bridge and runs into a narrow linear walkway which 

runs between the river and the start of Athgarvan Road. A viewing point has been 

developed close to the town bridge. Along the pedestrian paths seating and picnic tables 

have been installed. At the end of the linear walkway is an area known as the watering 

gates. This has been developed in recent years as an accessible fishing area. From here a 

long narrow linear path runs down to the area known as ‘The Strand’. The path is 

bounded on one side by a steeply banked area and the river on the other side. Recently an 

outfall for a drainage pipe has been constructed along the bank. The Strand area is an 

broad open grassed area with a network of paths through it. Seating has been provided 

along the paths. Along the river edge a wildlife area has been fenced off to protect 

nesting birds. Extensive tree planting has been carried out throughout the area.  The 

Strand Area is bordered by Ryston Pitch & Putt Club on the Southern Boundary and by 

an area of open space formerly used as a soccer pitch. This section of river has been the 

main focus of previous reports.  

 

From the Strand area the park narrows back to a linear pathway which runs along the 

river bank. The pathway is bounded on the other side by the former soccer pitch and 

Ryston Estate. The pathway leads to the Athgarvan Road. It is tarmaced as far as the 

Gables Bed and Breakfast. A boardwalk has just been completed along the boundary with 

The Gables Premises and links the park to car park associated with the premises. From 

this point access along the river is confined to a narrow track which runs along the edge 

of the river as afar as Kilbelin House. This is privately owned land.  

 

The northern side of the river from the bridge is bounded by private property as far as 

Liffey Lawns. There is no access along this stretch or feasibility of creating such access. 

Along the boundary with Liffey Lawns this is bounded by a narrow strip of open space 

along the river edge. From the boundary of Liffey Lawns the river is bounded by 

agricultural land. In the 2003 LAP for the land allowance has been made for the zoning 

of lands along the river as Open Space with further lands being zoned for residential 

development.  

 

4.4.2 Objectives  

The objectives for this section are as follows  

 

• Carry out improvement works to park entrance at Bridge. This will include the 

preparation of a detailed design for the entrance.  

 

• Create greater access along the northern river bank from the Bridge to Chapel 

Lane, River Court and into the proposed new residential development beside 

Liffey Lawns.  

 

•  Investigate the feasibility of creating a car park in the grounds of the old 

Swimming pool in Ryston to cater for people accessing the park.  
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• Investigate the feasibility of creating a pedestrian link from the towpath to 

Athgarvan Road by constructing steps to join the road and towpath. 

 

• Improve views to the river from Athgarvan Road by lowering the limestone wall 

to create views into the park and along the river. 

 

• Replace the existing wooden rail along the towpath to the Strand Area with a 

more ornamental railing.  

 

 
Entrance to The Strand  

 

• Carry out landscaping around the gabions for the drainage outfall to screen it 

better. 

 

• Simplify the signage at the entrance to the towpath and reduce the clutter of signs 

currently there. 

 

• Ascertain the ownership of the former soccer pitch and investigate the possibility 

of incorporating this into the park and developing it for amenity use and potential 

emergency access to ‘The Strand’ area.  
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• That a bridge is built in the Strand area to link both sides of the river. This bridge 

would cater for both pedestrians and vehicles.  

 

• That reinforcement work is carried out along the bank of the footpath linking The 

Strand area to the Athgarvan road to prevent any further erosion of the 

embankment and path.  

 

•  That allowance is made in any future plans for the upgrading of the Athgarvan 

Road that these include allowance to continue the path along the river and to 

create greater access to this section of river.  

 

• The new sections of open space to be provided in conjunction with the new 

residential development areas include the following 

 

o A detailed landscape plan to include, contouring and landscaping to ensure 

that the proposed residential development does not impact on the 

landscape character of the Valley.  

 

o The plan should also include for a network of paths and cycle tracks 

traversing the open space. These should include linkages to the existing 

paths in other sections of the park. 

 

o  the plan includes proposals to increase the biodiversity of the open space.  

 

o That the plan will include for vehicle and pedestrian access through the 

residential areas for people to access the park.  

 

o The plan will also provide for vehicular and pedestrian crossings between 

both sides of the river.  

 

o That the plan includes extensive tree planting.  

 

 

• Create a permanent slalom course for the canoe club.  

 

• Create accessible fishing areas in the Strand area. 

 

• Protect the views up and down the river from the Town Bridge and from the 

Boardwalk adjacent to ‘The Gables’ premises.  
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4.5 Kilbelan House to Walshestown M7 Motorway 

 

4.5.1 Description  

This area at the moment contains some residential units with the main use of the 

land being for Agricultural. In the 2003 Newbridge LAP on the southside of the 

river a substantial area currently agricultural has been zoned for new residential 

development and low density residential development with a 70m band left of 

open space along the river edge. Large areas of land have been zoned for future 

residential development. In addition to this the LAP has made provision for a new 

road which crosses the river from North to South. On the Northside of the river 

substantial areas have also been zoned for new residential areas and similar to the 

Southside a margin of land along the river edge has been zoned for open space. 

The land then develops into agricultural zoned land as you continue into 

Walshestown as far as the motorway bridge. Close to the motorway another area 

of low density housing has been provided. Within this section of the river there 

are two areas of archaeological interest one at Connell Ford and also the ruins of 

Great Connell Abbey.  

 

4.5.2 Objectives 

 

The objectives for this section are as follows 

 

• the preparation of a detailed masterplan for the landscaping of the areas of 

opens space to be provided in conjunction with the development of new 

residential areas. These plans to include  

o contouring and landscaping to ensure that the proposed residential 

development does not impact on the landscape character of the 

Valley.  

o The plan should also include for a network of paths and cycle 

routes traversing the open space and linking to other paths and 

allow the possibility for future connections from other cycle lanes 

and pedestrian paths. These should include linkages to the existing 

paths in other sections of the park.   

o The plan includes proposals to increase the biodiversity of the open 

space.  

o That the plan will include for vehicle and pedestrian access 

through the residential areas for people to access the park and that 

there is no conflict with the proposed residential areas and the 

publicly accessible linear park.  

o The plan will also provide for vehicular and pedestrian crossings 

between both sides of the river.  

o That the plan includes extensive tree planting.  

o Play, adventure trail and playgrounds are included in the plan.   

o The plan will cater for vehicular parking within the landscape plan. 

This are is to be provided outside of the open space areas. The 

number of spaces should correspond with the level of use 
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anticipated for the linear park and associated amenities proposed 

for it in the landscape plan.  

 

 

• Greater access to be provided to access the open space areas from the 

Great Connell Road.  

 

• Zoning of additional open space area in the Walshestown area to cater for 

the protection of the valley and increase access to the river.  

 

• Protect the views back over the River Valley along Great Connell Road in 

particular between Connellmore Cross Roads and the M7.  

 

 
View from Great Connell Road Across Liffey Valley 

 

• Continuation of the paths and cycleways to increase access along the river.  

 

• Insure that the proposed river crossing as part of the link road proposed in 

the Local Area Plan caters for pedestrians and cyclists to pass under the 

bridge.  

 

• Create a pedestrian crossing in the vicinity of Walshestown Cross Roads / 

Connell Ford.  
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View across River at Connell Weir 

 

• Create vehicular parking facility in the vicinity of Walshestown Cross 

Roads / Connell Ford.  

 

• Create vehicular parking area adjacent to Old Abbey Manor and the M7 

motorway to facilitate access to the northern bank of the river along the 

Great Connell Road.  

 

• Investigate the feasibility of creating an access to the river valley along the 

existing laneway which accesses Great Connell Abbey and Connell Weir.  

 

• Create accessible fishing areas in close proximity to the proposed parking 

areas.  

 

• Protect views from M7 Motorway over the River and surrounding Valley.  
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4.6 M7 Motorway to Athgarvan Local Area Plan Boundary 

 

4.6.1 Description  

 

This section of land extends from the eastern side of the motorway towards 

Athgarvan. The area is outside of the extent of the Newbridge and the Athgarvan 

Local Area Plan Boundaries but links both. It has been included in this report 

because of this linkage and the importance of it in allowing a potential connection 

to the two towns and continuing access along the river valley. The Athgarvan 

Local Area includes the amenity and recreation zoning along the Western side of 

the River Liffey only. The land in this area is agricultural with some ribbon 

residential development along the road frontage.  

 

4.6.2 Objectives 

 

• To zone areas both sides of the river to facilitate and protect potential green 

linkage along the river between Newbridge and Athgarvan.  

 
View of underpass over M7 Motorway  

 

• To ensure that the southern side of the river links with the existing amenity and 

recreation zoning in the Athgarvan Local Area Plan. 
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• Consideration is given in next revision of the Athgarvan Plan to extending the 

Boundary of the plan to allow for amenity and recreation zoning along the 

northern side of the River Liffey to protect this side of the river and create 

linkages allow connectivity between Newbridge and Athgarvan along this side of 

the river.  

 

• Development of any section of the river at this location is carried out sensitively 

to retain the rural character of the surrounding area and does not impact on the 

existing biodiversity of the area.  

 


